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Radiation Levels High in Pa. 
After Nuclear Plant Accident 


by Liberation News Service 


NEW YORK (LNS)— Now the plant 
owners are saying “it’s stable.” But 
for more than a week, several hundred 
thousand people in the immediate 
vicinity of the Three Mile Island 
nuclear power plant near Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania and millions of others in 
the rest of the state, Maryland, New 
Jersey and New York lived on the 
brink of one of the worst nuclear ac- 
cidents in the industry’s history. 

It all started on March 28, when 
workers on the nightshift at the plant 
discovered that the reactor’s cooling 
system had failed. Within minutes, 
there was a serious leak of radioactive 
steam, spreading deadly radioactive 
substances for miles in all directions. 

The plant’s owners, Metropolitan 
Edison, delayed reporting the accident 
for three hours. Moreover, even after 
the accident was reported and widely 
recognized as the “worst nuclear acci- 
dent ever to occur,” plant officials and 
federal officials teamed up to 
downplay the threat to local residents 
and others in the surrounding area. 

For instance, two days after the 
failure of the cooling system, the En- 
vironmental Protection Agency, sup- 
posedly responsible for monitoring 
hazards in the nation’s environment, 
was still saying that it had no authority 
to intervene in nuclear power plant ac- 
cidents unless requested. Not even as 
far as measuring the radiation levels. 
President Carter, who paid a brief visit 
to the plant, urged local residents to 
“be calm.” And even while the 
temperature inside the reactor was 
reaching an unbelievable 550 degrees, 
splitting water into potentially ex- 
plosive hydrogen bubbles and creating 
the serious possibility of a reactor core 
meltdown — the ultimate nuclear ac- 
cident — one Met Edison official was 
reported to have stated: 

“We didn’t injure anybody, we 
didn’t seriously contaminate anybody 
and we didn’t kill anybody.” 

Others, however, disagree with this 
assessment. According to the Village 
Voice, which talked with several scien- 
tist critics about the way the accident 
is being handled, four days after the 
accident had occurred the amount of 
radiation released was enough to pro- 
duce 60 additional cancer deaths 
among the exposed population. 

As early as three hours after the acci- 
dent occurred, radioactive iodine gas 
was discovered in the containment 
building on the outside of the reactor. 
The presence of this material meant 
that the fuel rods had broken. 

Iodine 131, according to City Col- 
lege of New York nuclear physics pro- 
fessor Michio Kaku, is “potentially the 
most dangerous of the three materials 
that escaped — radioactive argon 41, 


radioactive xenon 133 and radioactive 
iodine 131. Iodine 131 gets into the 
drinking water and into a child’s 
thyroid, causing mutations, cancer, 
and dwarfism.” And according to 
Helen Toor of Critical Mass in 
Washington, D.C., the danger of 
iodine entering the water system is 
“that the whole water table is contami- 
nated — affecting plants, livestock and 
the whole food chain.” 

Pennsylvania, along with New York, 
is a major food producing area for the 
entire northeast. The two states, in 
fact, are the largest milk producers in 
the region. Still, however, no steps 
have been taken to guard residents of 
the states against the intake of con- 
taminated foods. Cows in the area, are 
now eating the grass in the fields which 
have been directly exposed to radiation 
from the skies overhead. 


The Meaning of Meltdown 


Although most media reports 
now discount the possibility of a 
meltdown at Three Mile Island, it is 
not clear how accurate this assess- 
ment is. 

A meltdown occurs when the 
water that cools the reactor’s core 
leaks out, perhaps as the result of a 
pipe leak or valve failure. The in- 
tensely hot fuel assemblies then 
melt, collecting at the bottom of the 
reactor. At this point, several results 
can follow. The fuel can continue to 
melt through the floor of the reactor 
into the soil and the water table. 
Alternately, the incredible heat can 
cause a steam explosion releasing 
massive amounts of radiation into 
the air. 

According to the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission’s own 1975 
Rasmussen study on the possible ef- 
fects of a meltdown, the results 
predicted that there would be: 3,300 
immediate deaths, 314,000 injuries, 
240,000 thyroid cancers, 45,000 
genetic defects, 24,000 latent cancer 
deaths, $64 billion property damage 
and 2,000 square miles con- 
taminated. 


Located on a forested island in the 
Susquehanna River, which stretches 
from Pittsburgh in the western part of 
the state and winds its way down emp- 
tying into the Chesepeake Bay in 
Virginia, Three Mile Island was 
originally built in 1974. But it only 
went into full operation this past 
December 30, stalled by a variety of 
safety problems. Even after it began 
operation the plant was plagued with 
recurring mishaps. 

In mid-January it had to be shut 
down for two weeks after two safety 
valves ruptured during a test of a tur- 
bine. On February 1, another valve 
developed a leak. The next day a heater 
pump blew a seal. And on February 6, 
a pump on a feed water line tripped 
off. 

According to plant officials, these 
difficulties were promptly repaired, 


but the reasons for the accidents are 
still a mystery. As nuclear power critic, 
Henry Kendall, a Massachusetts In- 
stitute of Technology professor put it 
after the March 28 accident, “They are 
like children playing in the woods.” 

“The people in Harrisburg have 
already gotten a dose of radiation 
much higher than we have been led to 
believe,” Dr. Paul Milvy of Mount 
Sinai School of Medicine told reporters 
for the Village Voice . “I’ve heard on 
television news of the levels they have 
gotten compared to a dental x-ray. But 
that is not a correct comparison, 
because they’ve been getting whole 
body doses while what you get in a den- 
tal x-ray only goes into the jaw.” 

Michio Kaku expounded further on 
the effects of radiation exposure, 
specifically in terms of the dosages 
people close to the Three Mile Island 
plant are being exposed to. 

“At the top of the reactor, the dose 
was 20,000 rems per hour. A rem is an 
integrated amount of radiation which 
could be distributed throughout * the 
year or per hour. At 200 rems you 
would experience nausea, vomiting and 
other side effects. At 500 rems you 
would probably start to die, and at 
1,000 you’d start to disintegrate — 
your hair would fall off, your skin peel 
off, etc. 

“Now the dosage at the reactor site 
was 20,000 rems. In terms of health, 
that’s 40 times the lethal dose. They 
were thinking of getting 70 tons of lead 
shielding for the radiation workers, but 
as I understand, the workers were just 
going in and out, unprotected. 

“Now outside the site, just outside 
the site, radiation levels according to 

independent people, not government 
officials, were such that in several 

hours you could get a year’s dosage of 
radiation. 

“And outside the city, radiation was 
equal to a chest X-ray every few hours. 

“As far as the damage goes, 
background radiation alone is enough 
to cause 10 percent of genetic defects 
within the human species. (Coming 
from the sky, cosmic rays, uranium 
etc. background radiation totals 50 to 
100 millirems per year.) 

Evidence of the negative effects that 
radiation, of any sort, has on the 
human body has been established for 
years. Marie Curie, one of the early 
radiation researcher, later died of 
cancer believed to have been caused by 
her experiments. The tragic bombing 
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki in Japan 
provided even more damaging evidence 
of the hazards of radiation, especially 
from nuclear fallout. Five years after 
the blasts, for example, studies under- 
taken by Japanese scientists have 
shown children in the 5-9 year old age 
group experienced a sudden 200 per- 
cent increase in cancer mortality, prin- 
cipally leukemias. And while the 
leukemia rate appears to have leveled 
off, cancer mortality among survivors 
of the bomb continues to climb. 

From these experiences, nuclear of- 
ficials have sought to establish limits 
on the amounts of radiation that in- 
dividuals can be exposed to. But even 
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The nuclear power industry’s 
boast that in almost twenty years of 
operations there had never been a 
single major catastrophe has now 
obviously been completely deflated. 
But even before the recent accident 
on Three Mile Island happened 
there had been others. And 
although most were not reported 
until years after they occurred, all 
resulted in releases of radioactivity 
into the biosphere which ultimately 
have had an effect on people’s 
health. 

Some former accidents include: 

• Chalk River, Canada where an ex- 
plosion in 1952 destroyed the core 
and leaked 4 million liters of 
radioactive coolant water. 

• The Atomic Energy Commission’s 


Previous Nuclear Accidents 


Idaho halls testing ground where the 
reactor went out of control in 1961 
and killed three men — one impaled 
by part of a control rod. It was 
never clear what went wrong. 

• Two serious fires at Rocky Flats in 
Denver gave 25 workers up to 17 
times the maximum exposure. 

• A meltdown at the Fermi Fast 
Breeder near Detroit in 1966. 
Unknown to Detroit residents, there 
was talk of the need for a mass 
evacuation due to the number of 
chemicals released. 

• Radioactive iodine released into 
the containment vessel at Com- 
monwealth Edison’s Dresden II 
Nuclear Power Plant in Morris, Il- 


linois after a meter gave a false 
signal and a monitor got its pen 
stuck. The amount released was 100 
times the permissible level. 

• A faulty valve at the Vermont 
Yankee Nuclear Power Plant in Ver- 
non, Vermont caused 83,000 gallons 
of water contaminated with 
radioactive tritium to be spilled into 
the Connecticut River. 

• An electrician using a candle to 
search for air leaks in the cable 
spreading room started a fire at the 
Brown’s Ferry Nuclear Power Plant 
near Decatur, Alabama in 1975. The 
plant came close to a meltdown, and 
investigations showed that the final 
reactor design had been approved 
although it did not meet regulatory 
requirements. 


though the current set limit is nearly 
900 times less than the original limit 
established in 1902, evidence shows 
that it is still too much. 

In fact, after the Three Miles Island 
incident, George Wald, a Nobel Prize 
winning biochemist, remarked: “Every 
dose of radiation is an overdose.” 

However, nuclear industry officials 
along with their federal supporters, 
persistently generate myths about the 
alleged safety and cheapness of the 
plants, despite vast numbers of scien- 
tific studies pointing directly to the 
contrary. 

In one respect the heavily federally 
subsidized nuclear industry is indeed 
cheap: fewer workers are required. 
However, those who do find jobs in- 
side plants frequently find themselves 
working under unsafe conditions. For 
example, a long-term survey of nuclear 
power workers at the Hanford nuclear 
power plant in Richland, Washington, 
conducted by Thomas Mancuso, con- 
cluded that there was an abnormally 
high incidence of cancer among them. 
Mancuso and others have suggested tht 
this could be directly attributed to the 
radiation that they received while 
working at Hanford. 

Other factors as well belie nuclear 
power advocates’ myths about the 
cheapness of the nuclear fuel cycle: the 
plants rarely operate at their designed 
capacity because of frequent repairs or 
last minute discoveries of design prob- 
lems. 

Moreover, when accidents do occur, 
they can often cost more than the 
plants themselves. For instance, 
estimates of what it will cost to decon- 
taminate the Three Mile Island plant 
have ranged from $150 million to over 
$1 billion. 

And the myth of the safeness of 
nuclear power plant is rapidly dissolv- 
ing.. However, the NRC, the plant 
owners, and most newspapers try to 
assuage people’s fears about possible 
health dangers. For example, although 
most establishment newspaper 
headlines boldly displayed the day-to- 
day events at the Three Mile Island 
plant, references to the amount of low 
level radiation emitting from the site 
compare it to that of an average 
medical x-ray. 


Perhaps the most frightening thing 
about the accident was the emerging 
realization that neither Met Ed or any 
of the other agencies ^eeem to know 
how to bring the plant back under con- 
trol. This much became clear in the 
days following the accident when each 
new development was met finally with 
a “let’s wait and see” attitude. A week 
and a half after the accident they were 
still waiting, and still doing what had 
proved most effective — nothing. Plant 
owners, having apparently exhausted 
all the known possibilities and brought 
in as many specialists as possible — 
including some from increasingly 
heavily nuclear dependent Germany 
and Japan — seem to have decided that 
that’s the best that can be done. 

Anti-nuke activists are not taking a 
“wait and see” attitude, however. 
Demonstrations have been taking place 
throughout the country and interna- 
tionally, since the accident happened. 

In New York City, demonstrators 
are hopeful that they have put a final 
stop to the opening of the Mark II 
TRIGA reactor at Columbia Universi- 
ty. And each day they have been 
holding a vigil outside the Con Edison 
building in Manhattan — exposing Con 
Ed’s holdings in nuclear power. 

In addition, there have been teach- 
ins about the dangers of nuclear 
power, and its alternatives. □ 


International Actions for 
Reproductive Rights 


NEW YORK (LNS) — “Women 
Decide: Contraception, Abortion, 

Sterilization” was the theme empha- 
sized in some 20 U.S. cities and 18 
countries around the world March 31, 
in an unprecedented International Day 
of Action representing the world-wide 
struggle for women’s control over their 
own bodies and lives. 

In New York City, 5,000 
demonstrators conducted a colorful 
march from the United Nations, past 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral (where so- 
called right-to-lifers had congregated) 
to Union Square, chanting “Racism, 
racism, we say no, forced sterilization 
has got to go!” and “What do we 
want? Choice! When do we want it? 
NOW!” 

A speaker from the Puerto Rican 
Socialist Party denounced the U.S. 
practice of experimenting on Third 
World women, both in the U.S. and 
abroad, and emphasized the need for 
decent health care, housing and educa- 
tion. 

In other U.S. cities demonstrators 
also took up this theme. In Boston, 

3.000 conducted a long march bearing 

1.000 balloons saying “Women 

decide.” In Buffalo, 300 turned out, 
despite the fact that the town’s mayor, 
a known “right-to-lifer” stalled their 
permit. And in San Francisco some 250 
feminists demonstrated in front of the 
local “right to life office.” □ 


New Yorkers March Against Nukes 


Residents of New York City, 
responding to the Three Mile Island 
accident, came out for a protest ral- 
ly, March 30, on just hours notice. 
The protesters gathered in 
Washington Square Park and 
marched uptown to Columbia 
University — their ranks swelling 
from 200 to more than 1 ,000. 

Columbia is the site of a Triga 
Mark II reactor, designed for 
teaching and research and situated 
within 200 feet of an aqueduct that 
supplies much of Manhattan’s 
drinking water. It has been in place 


since 1968, needing only fuel, but 
due to student and community op- 
position, the reactor has never gone 
into operation. In December, the 
NRC overruled the city’s refusal to 
grant TRIGA an operating license, 
which the city is now appealing. 

Columbia President William 
McGill stated, after the Three Mile 
Island accident and the immediate 
protest against Columbia that he 
“intend[ed] to go to the faculty of 
engineering with a very strong re- 
quest to not go forward with this 
development.” 
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West German Anti-Nuke 
Protest Enters Decisive Stage 


by Marta Luxenburg 
Liberation News Service 

WASHINGTON (LNS)— “We all 
live in Pennsylvania!” chanted the 
crowd of more than 35,000 people that 
rallied in the German city of Hanover 
on March 31 . Between references to the 
runaway nuclear reactor that was spit- 
ting out radioactive gases thousands of 
miles away, the demonstrators took up 
a chant referring to another geograph- 
ical location much closer at 
hand — “Gorleben ist ueberall!” 
(Gorleben is everywhere). 

Gorleben, located 50 miles from 
Hamburg and very close to the border 
with East Germany, is the site, of a pro- 
posed nuclear reprocessing plant and 
waste disposal dump. It has become 
the battleground for the biggest and 
most decisive confrontation to date 
between the German government and 
the anti-nuclear movement. 

The Gorleben facility is the key to 
continuing nuclear development in 
Germany. The “nuclear waste prob- 
lem” has never been solved in Ger- 
many; and Gorleben has been planned 
as the final solution. Without it, the 
construction of any of the 11 new 
nuclear power plants planned for the 
mid-1980’s could be impossible. And 
even continuing operation of the 15 ex- 
isting plants might be in serious trou- 
ble. 

At present, the government has only 
gotten as far as conducting preliminary 
geological studies of the Gorleben 
area. But already virtually the whole 
rural county around Gorleben has 
mobilized against the plant. 

Large demonstrations have blocked 
roads and prevented trucks and 
machinery from reaching the proposed 
construction site. Hundreds of farmers 
are driving their tractors into the state 
capital, Hanover, to protest the plant. 

More than 2,000 police and border 
police have been stationed to guard the 
site. And residents of the small town of 
Luechow near Gorleben have told 
reporters, “Luechow looks like a war 
zone. No one can imagine what that is 
like . . . The police troops are massive 
and brutal ...” 

As if any further proof were needed 
that the police take the anti-nuclear 
movement very seriously, one oppo- 
nent of the plant filed for a permit for 
a 3,000-person demonstration in Of- 
fenbach. On the planned day, more 
than 500 police descended on the town 
with water cannons — only to learn 
that they had been fooled and the 
“demonstration” had been a hoax 
from the start. 

Under the slogan “Gorleben ist 
ueberall,” demonstrations have also 
taken place in most of Germany’s ma- 
jor cities — Hamburg, Frankfurt, 
Freiburg and West Berlin. In Aachen 
and Braunschweig, demonstrators oc- 
cupied the cathedrals. And four border 
police in the town of Ratzeburg offered 
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further evidence that opposition to the 
reprocessing plant come from every 
part of German society. They refused 
to obey orders to report to Gorleben. □ 

* * * 

LNS corresepondent Marta Luxen- 
burg is based in Washington, D. C. 


50,000 Catalans Say 
“No Thanks’’ to Nuclear Energy 


by Amy Schwartz 
Liberation News Service 

BARCELONA, Spain (LNS)— More 
than 40,000 people marched through 
the streets of Barcelona on March 11 
and another 4-5,000 demonstrated in 
Valencia, as people turned out across 
Catalonia to protest against nuclear 
power and demand a five-year mora- 
torium on all nuclear construction. 

Spain has three nuclear plants 
already in operation, with another 
eight under construction; and the 
recently approved National Energy 
Plan gives priority to the development 
of nuclear energy over the next several 
years. But even before the accident at 
the Three Mile Island plant in Penn- 
sylvania focussed world-wide attention 
on the hazards of nuclear power, 
popular opposition had been mount- 
ing. 

At a massive demonstration in the 
Basque region last year and at the 
March 11 marches in Catalonia, pro- 
testers attacked both the ecological 
dangers and the international 
economic planning inherent in Spain’s 
nuclear build-up. 

The nuclear power plants now in 
operation have been built near heavily 
populated urban centers. Furthermore, 
waste is dumped with little regard to 
already low safety standards; a 
“radioactive train” passes right 
through Barcelona every day, loaded 
with atomic waste from a plant in Tar- 
ragona (south of the city) to be pro- 
cessed in France. 

Working through their local af- 
filiates, General Electric and 
Westinghouse plan and operate the 
Spanish nuclear facilities. Protesters 
contend that Spain, along with other 
“less-developed” European and third 
world nations, is destined to become a 
“nuclear storehouse” . . . even as the 
main sponsors and builders of nuclear 
reactors, such as the U.S. and Ger- 
many, scale down their once ambitious 
plans for installations at home. 

“Siguem avui actius, 
o dema serein radioactius” 

The demonstrators who turned out 
in Valencia on March 11 to challenge 
this future had a face-to-face confron- 
tation with Vice President Abril Mar- 
torell, a member of recently re-elected 
Premier Adolfo Suarez’s conservative 
Union of the Democratic Center. As he 
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left the Palace of Justice, Martorell ar- 
rogantly attempted to walk right 
through the line of marchers. He was 
showered with dirt, clods of grass and 
flowers, along with some well-chosen 
and highly uncomplimentary words 
from the anti-nuclear demonstrators. 
Far right-wing Valencian nationalists 
attacked tlte demonstration at several 
points. 

During’isip' 1 Barcelona march, 
demonstrators decked out with gas 
masks, thousands of black umbrellas 
and costumes representing different 
aspects of the ecological disaster sent 
up a resounding chant of “Nuclear 
reactors to Suarez’s ranch!” They also 
shouted a Catalan version of a slogan 
heard from Seabrook, New Hampshire 
to Rainier, Oregon — “Siguem avui ac- 
tius, o dema serem radioactius” (Better 
active today than radioactive tomor- 
row). 

There was one flare-up within the 
ranks. A contingent from the Com- 
munist Party of Catalonia (PSUC, 
Partit Socialista de Catalunya) was ver- 
bally abused by other marchers and 
had its banner pulled away at one 
point. Its attackers were reacting to the 
fact that the PSUC had only added its 
name at the last minute to the march’s 
list of sponsors— which included vir- 
tually all the extra-parliamentary left. 

Anti-nuclear activists are at odds 
with both of the major left parties, the 
Socialists and Communists. Neither 
has taken a clear anti-nuclear stand, 
and in fact Communist Party leader 
Santiago Carillo has come out with 
statements in support of nuclear 
development. The Socialists call main- 
ly for stricter safety standards. And 
although the Communists have criti- 
cized specific installations such as the 
plant at Lemoniz near Bilbao, they 
have based their protests mainly on 
violations of construction codes and 
other illegal activities rather than the 
hazards of nuclear power itself. □ 

* * * 

Amy Schwartz is an LNS correspon- 
dent living in Barcelona . 


Swedish Policeman 
Admits Link to CIA 


by F.G. Samia 
Liberation News Service 

STOCKHOLM (LNS)--A Swedish 
police investigator working in the 
aliens division of the Stockholm police 
department created a furor on 
February 24 when he admitted that he 
had been giving the CIA information 
on both Swedish and foreign citizens in 
Sweden since 1965. Documents and let- 
ters found during a search of the 
policeman’s home reveal that the U.S. 
embassy, presumably through the 
CIA, systematically requested infor- 
mation on Swedish and foreign citi- 
zens. One letter was even written on the 
U.S. Ambassador’s peisonal sta- 
tionery. 

The arrested police official, w ho was 
charged with illegal intelligence activity 


April 6, 1979 more... 


three weeks earlier for his contacts with 
diplomats from the Iraqi embassy, is 
expected to be indicted on similar 
charges in this case. So far, the 
policeman has denied all charges of 
criminal activity, insisting that his ac- 
tion lay within his prescribed duties 
with the Stockholm police. 

According to the impounded 
material, most of the information was 
demanded by the CIA during the 
period from 1965-1973, the peak years 
of U.S. involvement in Vietnam. And 
according to the Dagens Nyheter (Dai- 
ly News), the files requested by the 
U.S. Embassy involved the political ac- 
tivities of U.S. deserters and draft 
resisters who fled to Sweden. 

Overall, at least 500 persons have 
been reported on by the police in- 
vestigator. And analysts here believe 
that the activity has continued right up 
to the present. 

As a result of this same policeman’s 
contacts with the Iraqi embassy, three 
Iraqi diplomats and an Iraqi citizen 
were asked to leave the country. But 
Swedish Foreign Minister Hans Blixt 
said that there would be no 
‘ ‘ undesirable declarations ’ ’ against 
U.S. Embassy personnel, because all 
those suspected of having had contact 
with the arrested investigator had 
“already left the country.” The 
Swedish government did, however, 
deliver a sharp protest to Rodney 
O’Kennedy-Minott, the U.S. Am- 
bassador in Stockholm. He was called 
before the chief of the Foreign 
Ministry’s political section, Am- 
bassador Knut Thybert, and was told 
that Sweden expects U.S. Embassy per- 
sonnel to refrain from such activity in 
the future. There was no immediate of- 
ficial statement from Washington, 
which is regarded here as a confirma- 
tion of the facts as reported. □ 

* * * 

Fred Sarnia is an occasional LNS 
contributor who follows Scandinavian 
affairs . 


Marchers in Paris 
Support Iranian Women 


by Schofield Coryell 
Liberation News Service 

PARIS (LNS) — Under a heavy driz- 
zle, some 2,000 women marched 
through the streets of Paris, March 16, 
to express support for the Iranian 
women fighting against sex discrimina- 
tion and prejudice and for full equality 
of rights in the present stage of the 
Iranian revolution. Among the mar- 
Iranian revolution. Among the 
marchers were a number of Iranian 
and a group of lesbians and gay men. 

A huge banner at the head of the 
march proclaimed, “When the Iranian 
women break their chains, the women 
of the whole world will go forward 
with them!” Other banners with 


messages such as “We didn’t make the 
revolution so the men could decide for 
us,” and “In Europe or in Iran, we 
refuse to be shut in” reinforced the 
sentiment that the issue of women’s 
rights is of concern to women all over 
the world. 

A petition circulated during the 
march and written by a number of 
feminist magazines published in France 
stated, “For the first time in the Third 
World, the women refuse to let 
themselves be sacrificed for a revolu- 
tion. For the first time, they refuse to 
be brought into line in the name of the 
revolution to which they have con- 
tributed, and they make their voices 
heard. In the street and at the risk of 
their lives, they cry out that the strug- 
gle goes on against the new masters and 
the order of the Islamic Republic. . .” 

A contingent of Iranian women 
militants participating in the march 
distributed a leaflet which pointed out 
that the “women militants of Iran 
never stopped fighting for a single in- 
stant to overthrow the Shah and the 
power he usurped in the service of im- 
perialism. Nor will they keep quiet to- 
day in the face of the mistakes of the 
present government.” It also listed the 
demands of the Iranian women: 

• let the women decide for themselves 
their forms of action in accordance 
with the customs, habits and re- 
quirements of their milieu; 

• equal enjoyment of civil rights for 
women and men; 

• women must be guaranteed the 
possibility to enjoy in full security and 
without discrimination their political, 
economic and social rights; 

• inequality of any kind between men 
and women must be abolished; 

• women’s job rights must be pre- 
served; and 

• the family must be improved so as to 
give a maximum of rights to women. 

The Iranian women expressed their 
wholehearted thanks for the support 
shown by the European feminists. 

At the same time, they reminded 
them of the intricacies of the problem, 
warning, “To criticize the present 
government without recognizing the 
positive aspects of the revolution 
means running the risk of giving reac- 
tionaries and counter-revolutionaries a 
chance to take advantage of the situa- 
tion for their own ends.” 

The day before the march, a new In- 
ternational Committee for Women’s 
Rights was set up in Paris in response 
to a request from Iranian women for 
international support. Its function will 
be to publicize women’s struggles 
everywhere and organize active sup- 
port for them. Its first action was to 
send a fact-finding mission to Iran on 
March 19. □ 


* * * 


LNS French correspondent 
Schofield Coryell has covered the labor 
scene and anti-imperialist actions in 
France. 


100,000 March Against Layoffs 
in French Steel Industry 


by Liberation News Service 


NEW YORK (LNS)— The wave of 
strikes and anger that has swept across 
France’s steel-producing region of Lor- 
raine in recent months inundated the 
streets of Paris on Friday, March 23. 
More than 100,000 demonstrators, in- 
cluding tens of thousands of 
steelworkers who had made the long 
bus trip from Lorraine, marched in 
what observers promptly dubbed the 
greatest show of strength in the streets 
by French workers since the nation 
went to the brink of revolution in May 
1968. 

The march was called by the coun- 
try’s largest trade union federation, the 
Communist-led CGT, to focus na- 
tional attention on government plans 
to “restructure” the steel industry by 
putting more than 22,000 people out of 
work over the next two years. 

Ever since the government 
announced its plans just before 
Christmas, the steelmaking region has 
boiled over with almost daily strikes, 
sit-ins, roadblocks and pitched battles 
between police and angry workers. In 
Longwy, a grim industrial town near 
the Luxembourg border, a police at- 
tack on workers who had taken over 
the local television station to broadcast 
their own news touched off eight hours 
of rioting. Before it was over, 5,000 
people had attacked the police station 
with homemade bombs and battering- 
rams, and the British newsweekly The 
Economist noted that French President 
Valery Giscard d’Estaing’s “dignified 
sense of order began to look uncom- 
monly frayed.” 

Less than two weeks later, another 
battle erupted at Denain, a small town 
to the west of Longwy where 5,000 of 
7,000 jobs in the steel mills are due to 
be “restructured” out of existence. 
Police who broke up a roadblock with 
teargas soon found themselves 
besieged inside their headquarters by 
several thousand workers, many of 
whom arrived in a column of bull- 
dozers and other vehicles “borrowed” 
from their factory. Two days of 
street battles left dozens of people in- 
jured and industry and government 
leaders beginning to backtrack on 
some of their plans. The head of one of 
the largest steel companies announced 
that no workers would be laid off while 
negotiations continued and conceded 
that “it is possible that modifications 
could be made in the industrial and 
social plan.” 

Worker unrest has also erupted in 
other industries and other regions. The 
Economist noted— “in the northeast, 
in Brittany, in industrial south-central 
France, and in normally tranquil 
backwaters like La Rochelle on the 
Atlantic coast.” Suddenly calls for the 
resignation of Prime Minister Ray- 
mond Barre were being taken seriously 
and the economic policies which Barre 
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